Journal of the National Cancer Institute started in 1940, the British Journal of Cancer in 1947 and Cancer only in 1948.
Editions of the Polish bulletin-journal appeared every 3 months and contained the latest news of the Committee proceedings and data on cancer prevention in Poland and abroad together with cancer reviews. Also included were articles on historically significant events like the 25th anniversary of when radium was discovered or the launching of the Maria Skłodowska-Curie Polish National Gifts Committee which was instrumental in the building of the Warsaw Radium Institute.
Subsequently, a journal arose which consisted of papers devoted to the pathology of various cancers and received the title of Nowotwory (ie. oncology/cancer). This name must have been approved of at that time since from 1928 it has become the proper and permanent title of this journal. The old name of the Bulletin of the Polish Anti-Cancer Committee (Biuletyn Polskiego Komitetu do Zwalczania Raka) has nonetheless been left in the subtitle; thus preserving a continuity of heritage.
Organisational and periodic report-articles were chiefly published in the Bulletin, whereas scientific studies and experimental work began to overtake these in the Nowotwory. This was a conscious choice of the Editors, who wished to create an ambitious and scientifically par excellence journal. The Nowotwory journal since become a quarterly with excellent graphic design, printed on chalk paper and some papers having coloured charts, tables and even photo-micrographs. This was all made possible thanks to the generous support of the Count Jakub Potocki Memorial Foundation.
Polish Congresses in oncology and anti-cancer measures
Polish Congresses have played a key role within the scientific and organisational community for dealing with cancer eradication; they were termed as being 'anti-cancer' during the inter-war years. They took place in 1924, 1929, 1932 and 1936 . A special edition of the Bulletin of the meeting proceedings were published, and later by the Nowotwory.
In December 1924, an All-Polish Congress on the Fight Against Cancer took place in Warsaw. A special edition of the Bulletin was thus published as a commemoration of this event (No. 6) that described the proceedings and resolutions made.
These resolutions significantly impacted on the development of anti-cancer measures taken in Poland leading to the Nowotwory being eventually published. At that time the Nationwide Anti-Cancer Committee was established in Poland together with a Cancer Research Sector as launched by the Polish Association of Physicians and Biologists.
Opening of the Second Anti-Cancer Congress at the City Hall Council in Warsaw's Theatre Square, 1929 The Council Chamber for the Second Anti-Cancer Congress In 1929, a Second Anti-Cancer Congress took place in Warsaw, at the City Hall Council on Theatre Square. The grand opening was made by the Honorary President of the Polish Anti-cancer Committee; the then Minister of Public Health, Dr Witold Chodźko.
The wife of the President of the Polish Republic was present (the Right Honourable Michalina Mościcka), who was the chairwoman of the Women's Circle from the Polish Anti-Cancer Committee; her deputies being the wife of Marshal Piłsudski (Aleksandra Piłsudska) and wife of the vice-president of the Committee (Maria Wejnertowa).
The Nowotwory reported that 250 persons attended and that 14 papers were presented. Amongst other things, the final congress resolution propounded to establish a cancer control section at the Health Service Department, to create shelters for terminally ill patients, the setting up of radiology departments in existing hospitals and clinics along with completing the building of the Warsaw Radium Institute as soon as possible.
In 1932, the Nowotwory published a separate edition commemorating the Third Nationwide Anti-Cancer Congress held in Łódź with about 400 persons attending and 32 papers being presented.
In a separate volume of the Nowotwory the proceedings from the 3rd National Anti-Cancer Congress in Łódź (1932) were published Proceedings of the Fourth National Anti-Cancer Congress from Vilnius in 1936
Participants of the IV National Anti-Cancer Congress in Vilnius At that time a project was proposed to create an All--Slavic Anti-Cancer League that included the nations of Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Poland, whilst the Nowotwory was to be transformed into a Slavic journal entitled Acta Slavica Neoplasmatica. This project however never materialised.
In 1937, the Nowotwory's editors published a special issue (volume 1/2 of volume XII) commemorating the Fourth National Anti-Cancer Congress held in Vilnius, which took place on December 6th-8th, 1936.
The proceedings were edited by the General Secretary of the Congress, Professor Kazimierz Pelczar. Many valuable and interesting findings were reported in the Nowotwory volume, describing the major achievements of the interwar period within the oncological field. The congress was held in 6 sections. The final conclusions of the Vilnius Convention called for organising special treatment facilities for cancer patients, unifying cancer treatment methods throughout the country, providing cancer training to doctors and incorporating lectures on this subject area into the curriculum for medical students.
Editoral Committee
Because of the increasing influx of editorial works on diverse subjects, it became necessary to expand the editorial board of the Nowotwory Editors and to create an Editorial Committee. . Since when the Radium Institute was founded, he worked as the head of the Histopathology Laboratory for 38 years and during 1956-61 he was the Institute's director. Amongst his achievements, he set up the Polish school for clinical histology and pioneered introducing the oligobiopsy method to Poland. He was also a member of the Polish Academy of Learning and the Polish Academy of Sciences along with being the first Honorary Member of the Polish Oncological Society. 
Summing up the inter-war period

The post-war period
The first post-war volume of the Journal of Oncology reappeared in 1950.
It featured the collective works from an Anti-Cancer Congress that took place a year earlier in Warsaw. Over the next five years, the journal was issued annually as a single volume. In 1952, the editors' address was published for the first time: Institute for Oncology, 15 Wawelska Street. At that time, these were significant developments because in the preceding Stalinist period, all the pre-war medical associations had been discontinued.
During 1950-56 the Journal of Oncology was edited by Dr Franciszek Łukaszczyk (1897-1956) , who was the director of the Radium Institute from 1932, a scholar of the Curie Foundation in Paris and a student of Claud Regaud who had founded the school for clinical oncology in Poland.
After the war, he became chairman of the Polish Oncological Society and a member of the Polish Academy of Learning.
For the next 18 years after his death, the journal was headed by Profesor Witold Rudowski (1918 Rudowski ( -2001 , who was a member of the first post-war surgical team at the Radium Institute as well as then being the institute's long--term scientific secretary.
Afterwards he became the director of the Institute of Haematology, a distinguished member of the Polish Academy of Learning and the Polish Academy of Sciences along with being the chairman of the World College of Surgical Societies, a vice-chairman of the World Health Organization and an honorary doctor at 8 universities. He was a world-renowned scholar and also a humanist and erudite. After many years, he recalled: 'My personal connections with the editors of the quarterly Journal of Oncology began in 1956 when I was first appointed the Secretary of the Editorial Office. Unfortunately at this time, the health of the Editor-in-Chief, (Professor Franciszek Łukaszczyk), was worsening who, despite suffering from rapidly advancing radiation sickness, was still interested in assessing and maintaining high levels of excellence in journal's publications. I still remember the day we were discussing the contents of the latest issue of the journal just shortly after I had given him a direct blood transfusion from a donor, whereby the Professor's health condition dramatically improved, but sadly only temporarily.
At that time, the editors did not have their own office. Professor Rudowski recalled: 'I remember the meetings we had of the Editorial Committee in the Institute's Library, in which we established the regulations for accepting papers and the journal's submission criteria. The climate of these meetings, where attendance was not compulsory, was full of objectivity and reliable scientific criticism; this will always remain in my memory' .
The first post-war Editorial Committee consisted of: Professor Józef Laskowski, Dr Hanna Kołodziejska and Dr Henryk Godlewski. The secretary to the editorial team was Dr. Józef Zborzil.
In June 1974, the General Assembly at the XIII Congress of the Polish Society of Oncology entrusted the position of Editor-in-Chief to Professor Hanna Kołodziejska .
She had been working at the Radium Institute from 1943 and after the war, she directed its reconstruction. She took part in the Polish Supply Mission to the USA where she managed to obtain for Poland, amongst other things, 8 g radium and 10 radiotherapy apparatus. During 1954-80 she was director of the Kraków Branch of the Institute, where she initiated the teaching of oncology for medical students and was the editor and co-author of the first Polish textbook for oncology (1953) , along with being the chairman of the PTO's Main Board .
The Kraków Branch at Garncarska Street has been the headquarters of the Editorial Office since 1975 and its Editorial Committee significantly expanded. Dr Marek Pawlicki became the scientific secretary. During 1981-86, the academic secretary was Dr Piotr Siedlecki, when the editorial office moved back to Warsaw. After his resignation in 1987, Professor Jerzy Meyza became the new deputy Editor. Dr Łukaszczyk's successor for 18 years was Professor Witold J. Rudowski Dr Franciszek Łukaszczyk resumed publishing the journal after the war and was its editor during The most important Polish studies in oncology became published in the journal. The Editorial Committee also initiated publication of a series of articles on the history of the fight against cancer in Poland; 11 papers in all were published on this subject. When summing up her work for the journal, Professor Kołodziejska wrote: 'The papers of the quarterly Nowotwory, their authors and subsequent editorial committees co-created the intellectual foundations for the development of Polish oncology. My direct participation in the long history of this journal has been a great honour to me' .
During 1991-94 Professor Meyza, a surgeon, became the journal's editor in chief.
This was a difficult period, as the Polski Zakład Wydawnictw Lekarskich (State Department of Medical Publishers) resigned from publishing all scientific medical journals. It was thus necessary to adapt to the new conditions of the nation's transformation. Professor Meyza successfully managed the journal throughout this time, where he also modernised the layout and graphic design.
For the first time the editors had their own office, albeit modest and shared (!), in a room on the ground floor of the Institute at Wawelska Street, next to the Radiotherapy Department. In addition to publishing the most important Polish papers on clinical oncology, the Jubilee Year of Polish Oncology and the 70th anniversary of the quarterly in 1993 were also reported in several memorial articles. When the Centre for Oncology moved to the Ursynow site, the journal was for the first time allotted its own office in a building which housed amongst others, the Scientific Library and a large lecture hall.
Throughout 1991 until 2016, the technical editor was Ms Danuta Sadowska-Osmycka who showed exceptional dedication and professionalism in her work; her role in the smooth functioning of the Editorial office was invaluable.
In 1994, the General Assembly of the PTO nominated Dr Edward Towpik to be the journal's editor, who had previously been deputy editor during Professor Meyza's term of office. The number of papers submitted increased and the journal volume was doubled, where in 1998 it was transformed into a bimonthly. The new principles of printing preparation, as recommended by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (the so-called Vancouver style), was introduced. They were then described and translated into Polish by the editorial office and appeared for the first time in Polish on the journal's pages. In 1999, the journal's format and layout were substantially changed so as to be in line with global standards.
Because of the need to vacate the current premises, a new journal headquarters was made available in the building for theoretical studies with the kind help of the then Chairman of the Scientific Council of the Centre for Oncology, Professor Jan Steffen.
The next and very important stage in the development of the journal took place in 2001, where a group of foreign experts were invited onto the Editorial Board, thereby transforming it into an International Editorial Board. Publication of original papers in English for an electronic version has now started, the journal name has been expanded and Dr Richard F. Mould from Great Britain has been appointed to the role of Co-Editor.
In addition, supplements are now published. Amongst other things included is a reprint of the first Polish edition of Wilhelm Konrad Roentgen's work on the new type of rays from 1896 and an English-language Maria Skłodowska-Curie Memorial Issue published in 1998 on the 100th anniversary of discovering radium and sent to all major medical collections in the world. Also published was the Memorial Book in honour of Professor Kazimierz Dux (being a de-facto monograph on basic sciences in oncology), a list of papers published in the journal between 1995-99, and a bibliography of papers published during 2000-2004 together with a work by Andrzej Sródka and Edward Towpik on Representatives of the medical sciences; members of the Warsaw Scientific Society during 1907 -1952 (Przedstawiciele nauk medycznych -członkowie Towarzystwa Naukowego Warszawskiego w latach 1907 -1952 . The use of journal supplements has also facilitated the publishing of many habilitation (DSc) dissertations, collections of lectures and summaries from oncological congresses of scientific societies.
An important aspect of historical continuity and the journal's role was entrusting the Editors in preparing for printing, editing and publishing into volumes the proceedings for all four previous Congresses on Polish Oncology (ie. held in Katowice 2002 , Poznań 2006 , Wrocław 2012 and Łódź 2016 . This indeed is a very ennobling acclamation to the tradition of publishing the proceedings for all the four previous pre-war National Anti-Cancer congresses, and also a fifth one held just after the war (Warsaw 1949 Professor Jacek Jassem; the PTO President during 2010-2014 and initiator of changes and the journal's modernisation As a consequence, the journal received a new graphical design. Another initiative by Professor Jacek Jassem was to employ Via Medica together with the journal's editorial office for organising periodic Scientific Conferences of the Nowotwory Journal of Oncology which have the character of Oxford-style debating; this being a novelty for national medical-scientific meetings. These conferences are now held annually in April; the very month in which 95 years ago, the first issue of the Bulletin of the Polish Anti-Cancer Committee had been published.
In 2014, the Co-Editor's role was assumed by Dr Wojciech Wysocki MD, DSc from Kraków, at the invitation of the Editor--in-Chief and the President of the PTO. Following approval of the PTO's General Board, the editors decided to provide open access to the journal's content on the Internet in 2016 for all those interested (in an open access form). Thanks to the support of the Count Jakub Potocki Memorial Foundation, the journal is published entirely in English from 2016 onwards under the title of Nowotwory Journal of Oncology. This change is the first step to raise the position of the journal in international repositories of biomedical journals and which has now rapidly increased the influx of submissions from centres abroad. At the same time, in the interests of the national reader, the Polish version is still being distributed to home subscribers; this version being named 'Nowotwory -Biuletyn Polskiego Towarzystwa Onkologicznego' . The journal's current managing editor, Ms Aleksandra Towpik, has been energetically involved in gradually introducing new technological solutions to the editorial work. Amongst other things, at the turn of 2017 and 2018, it was decided to launch an electronic system for manuscript submission.
On April 6, during the 6th conference of the 'Oncology Debate' , an exhibition devoted to the 95-year history of the journal was opened. During the next months the exhibition 
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